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AGM ð 23 March  
This yearõs Annual General Meeting will be held 

as usual at the Town Hall in Wakefield.   

 

As well as the usual business we have a Guest 

Speaker from Sustrans.  Mike Babbitt is Project 

Manager for Sustrans in Yorkshire and 

Humberside.  He has been commissioned by 

WMDC to draw up a plan for cycle routes in the 

Castleford area and he will be presenting his 

report at the AGM.  
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Another Bike Ride Cancelled!!  

This was the scene a bit too often this winter at Squires Tearoom in 

Anglers Country Park.  On a lovely sunny day like this the place would 

usually be overrun with cyclists but the snow kept them away.  

Unfortunately the weather also forced the cancellation of a number of 

rides planned for Nostell Priory and Pugneys Water Park in December and 

January.  Letõs hope that is  all behind us.  

 The spring/summer 

ridesõ programme  will 

commence with a very 

special ride in memory 

of our late rides 

coordinator, Roger 

Talbot. Try and come 

along and help make a 

successful start to the 

new season. 

 

The ride will be tailored 

to suit all  abilities.  

 

Roger Talbot Ride 

Saturday 3
rd

 April  

11.00 am 

Anglers Country Park 

Wintersett  



 

Training Day for Ride and 

Event Volunteers 
Our partnership with Wakefield NHS 

continues to be healthy and in 

conjunction with them the Forum is 

running a training day for 

volunteers and potential volunteers 

who help to run our rides, show s 

and events. 

The training day will be run by Cycle 

Projects, a charity involved in cycling 

related training; bringing cycling to 

disabled people; encouraging 

people with poor health to take up 

cycling and working with excluded 

communities to help them mak e 

cycling part of their lives.  

If you would like to get involved in 

this project get in touch with the 

forum through our web site or ring 

Sandy on 01977 703546.  

 

New Grant for Wakefield 

District Cycle  Forum  
 

Following our success in attracting grants 

from  the Big Lottery Fund and Wakefield 

NHS we have started 2010 with another 

grant success.   

 

The Community Foundation for Wakefield 

District has confirmed a Grassroots Grant 

of £900 to allow the Forum to purchase six 

childrenõs bikes.  These bikes will be used 

on rides and on our skills course at shows 

and events.  Although we already have six 

adult bikes, courtesy of a grant from 

Wakefield NHS, we are finding that our 

events are increasingly attracting family 

groups.  The lack of childrenõs cycles has 

therefore been a restriction to including 

these groups in the rides we organise . 

 

Till now we have had to borrow childrenõs 

cycles when we run the skills course.  This 

new grant will make us much more able to 

provide for all needs and help us to be 

self-sufficient with no need to beg and 

borrow from other organisations as we 

have had to do in the past.  

New Cycle Infrastructure 

in Wakefield District  

 

Wakefield Metropolitan District Council 

continues to make progress, even if 

slowly, in improving the infrastructur e 

for cyclists in the district. Below are two 

examples of new infrastructure  in the last 

few months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is phase two, in Kettlethorpe,  of the 

cycle paths that will link Pugneys Water 

Park to Newmillerdam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New toucan cycle crossing, A6186 

Standbridge Lane, Wakefield. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wakefield council engineers are working alongside representatives of the Cycling Forum to come up 

with more reliable ways of detecting bicycles at traffic si gnals.  As many cyclists will know, the 

sensors in the road that detect cars can often fail to see bicycles. This can leave cyclists stranded at 

the stop line waiting for a green signal that is just not going to appear.  

 

It is thought that this may in part  be due to the kerbside position cyclists are forced to assume as 

they approach a traffic signal.  This can place them over the least sensitive part of the detector.  The 

sensitivity of the detector can be increased but this is not always sufficient.  Cycl ists can in some 

cases, miss the loop entirely, particularly on right turns where traffic flows make it difficult to access 

the right turn lane early enough.  

 

There are also concerns that some of the more exotic materials used in bicycle fabrication today,  may 

be compromising our ability to detect them!   

 

Wakefield Council will be working with the Cycling Forum and its traffic signal equipment suppliers 

to test some of these theories in the early spring.  A range of different bicycles will be tested over a  

road based vehicle detector.  

 

òéwe will be trying to establish if certain bike frame materials are harder to detect and how critical 

the bicycles position over the detector actually isó  the Councils traffic control manager tells us.  òThe 

outcome of the se tests will then be used to improve cycle detection reliability at our traffic signal 

junctionsó.  

Cyclists and Traffic Lights  

Cycle Forum Activists in Action  

Martin hard at it putting up more 

signs on the Trans Pennine Trail. 

 
Here is the hopeful group who turned up for our 

pre-Christmas ride at Nostell Priory.  As you can 

see the weather was not kind to us and the tracks 

were too treacherous for the intended ride.  

Undeterred we set off for a leisurely walk. Enough 

to justify the tea and mince pies afterwards in the 

warmth of the National Trust tearoom.  

 

Martin hard at it putting up more 

signs on the Trans Pennine Trail. 

 

There was no stopping these men with rakes as they cleared 

the way for cyclists on the Trans Pennine Trail. Hugh, David, 

Rob, Martin, John, Geoff and Robert form th e backbone of 

the Sustrans Volunteer Rangers on our part of the TPT. 

 


